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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF IN. 
DIAN AFFAIRS. 





DepartTMENT or War, 
Orrice Inpian Arrairs, November 25, 1843. 

Sir: Since the last annual report from this office, 
there have been removed from Florida to the Indian 
territory two hundred and twelve Indians, who are 
now subsisting at a daily expense of $7 684. It has 
happily ceased to be a matter of so much interest as 
it lately was, how many or how few have been re- 
moved from the Indian fastnesses in Florida. The 
war which so long harassed the United States is at 
anend. Our officers and soldiers, though their pre- 
sence in our Southern territory is judicious, if not 
necessary, are no longer exposed to the hardships of 
a service that bore upon them with great severity. 
‘The drain upon the Treasury is closed. Our citi- 
zens can sleep in peace and security. A few Indians 
only remain in Florida, producing no inconvenience 
by their presence, the riddance from which is more 
desirable on account of the ultimate advantage to 
themselves, that must grow out of their removal 
west, than from any other reason, 

The Chickasaw tribe, as such, emigrated in the 
years 1837, 1838, and 1839, leaving behind them a 
few families. These have generally gone west since, 
and within the last twelve months to the number of 
about 288, of whom 188 are known to be on subsist- 
ence at the cost of $8 93 cents per day. The 
remainder of them, assumed to be 100, removed with- 
out any agency or knowledge, even of the depart- 
ment, and hence we are without the usual informa. 
tion of details. Steps have been taken to feed ihese 
volunteer emigrants, but as yet there is no official 
advice of their having been placed on subsistence, 

Under their treaty with the United States of 17th 
March, 1842, the Wyandots, on the 12th July last, 
set out for the West. The 13th article stipulates 
that the chiefs shall remove their people without 
other expense to the United States than $10,000, of 
which one-half was payable when the first detach. 
ment should start, and the residue when the whule 
nation arrived at their place of cestination. There 
was capacity in their leading men to head the emi- 
gration ; they carried with them the entire tribe, ex 
cept some 8 or 10 families, who were disabled by 
sickness from accompanying them, and who will not 
probably emigrate before the next spring. The 
number who departed from the homes of their fathers 
was reported at 664, and that of those who remain 
inay be put at 50, without the hazard of varying 
wuch from the fact. The movement was conduct- 








= einen! = — | 
ed by themselves exclusivel y—was in anticipation of 
the time (lst of April, 1844) at which their treaty 
obligations bound them to emigrate, and was of 
course purely voluntary. The State of Ohio, in a 
rising section of it, has thus been freed from a popu- 
lation that prevented the settlement of a large body 
of fine lands, and interposed a serious obstacle, the 
last of its kind in the State, to the advance of a 
thrifty district—while the Wyandots are also reliev- 
ed from white influences that were destructive of any 
hope of Indian improvement. 

The 5th article of the treaty stipulates that ‘the 
United States agree to pay the Wyandots the full 
value of their improvements in the country hereby 
ceded by them in Ohio and Michigan, which valua- 
tion shall be made by two persons, to be appointed 
by the President of the United States, who sh 
sworn faithfully to do justice to the parties ;" 
amount of such valuation to be paid at any time af. 
ter the first day of April, 1843, as shall be accepta- 
ble to the Wyandot chiefs, to meet their arrange. 
ments for emigrating.” The treaty was ratified on 
the 17th August, 1842. 

In pursuance of the above stipulations, appraisers 
or valuers were appointed, whose report not having 
been received when the estimates were sent to Con. 
gress at the commencement of the last session, the 
sum of $20,000 was put down as the supposed value 
of the Wyandot improvements. On the 22d of Feb- 
ruary last the report was received, showing the ag- 
gregate of valuations to be $125,937 24, This sum, 
though deemed to be enormously high, it was be. 
lieved the Government could not decline-to pay, be. 
cause it was ascertained in the mode pointed out by 
the treaty; and being so found, fixed the United 
States fur the payment of the amount, from which 
nothing short of the existence of fraud could absolve 
them. Of that there was neither evidence nor alle. 
gation. ‘The additional sum necessary was estima. 
ted for, and the proper committee informed that it 
was the opinion of the department that the Govern- 
ment could not escape its obligation. The appro- 
priation was not angmented as requested, but was 
restricted to the $20,000 contained in the original 
estimate. This sum was remitted on the 25th of 
May to the sub.agent, with instructions to pay it 
ratably to the improvement holders, There still re. 
main due to them $105,937 24, included in the esti- 
mates that will be laid before Congress, which I 
hope may be appropriated. : 

The arbitrators appointed under the 4th article of 
the treaty of May, 1842, with the Seneca nation of 
Indians in New York, to ascertain the several and 
aggregate value of the reservations of land granted 
or released, confirmed or surrendered, by said troatyy 
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and to appraise the improvements on the same reeer- 
vations, respectively, have not yet reported. ‘They 
have been engaged on their duty, and it is expected 
will soon complete it. 

The erratic habits of the Indian, and the facility 
with which the impulse of the moment controls him. 
occasion great trouble to the department. One of 
the forms in which this disposition manifests itself 
most inconveniently is the return of emigrants to 
their old haunts. on ground thev have ceded to the 
United States. The strongest instance of this is the 
repeated return of the Winnebagoes, in greater or 
smaller number, to the eastern side of the Mississip- 
pi. They were first removed to the western bank, 
in.the year 1840, under the direction of General H. 
Atkinson; many of them, having returned to Wis- 
cousin, were again placed on the opposite shore by 
General Brooke, and again they are east; and an 





order has been issued to restore.them to the neutral 
ground, Unfortunately, although they have ceded | 
the twenty miles of the neutral ground immediately | 
west of the Mississippi, they reserved the right to) 


hunt over them, which affords the means of going to) 


the river bank at pleasure, To this the inducement | 





the line run; but before its completion, or the arri- 
val of the month of May, the Indians had, without a 
murmur or a whine about the change, gone west of 
the line agreed on, in fulfilment of their covenant. 

his is a spectacle worthy of conte nplation. A race 
of wild and uneducated (in the broadest sense of the 
word) Indians, mindful of their engagement to its 
letter, and more—leaving the grounds on which 
they had hunted and roamed tothe occupincy of our 
citizens, and voluntarily and quietly, without any 
agency of ours, turning their backs, in a body of 
about 2 300 sou!s, on the scenes of their former joys 
Thes> men are without the slightest 
education, exc»pt the teaching of observation, utterly 
opposed to schools and to the labors of the missiona.- 
ry; but they came from the hand of their Creator 
and ours, a noble, manly race. What might not be 
made of such matcrial, if they could be persuaded to 
abandon idleness and intemperance, and to know 
‘their ignorance? But of this there is little hope ; 
‘and the diminution of their number within a few 
years mikes a philanthropic heart grieve that such 
high qualities should be stifled by savagism, under 
which they will probably be extinguished. 

The treaty with the Chippewa Indians of the 


and sorrows. 


they have not the moral power to resist carries them, | | 
and their degrading thirst for spirits fixes them at the | Mississippi and Lake Superior, dated on the 4th of 
points where it can be indulged, For this there is | October, 1842, was ratified on the 10th February last, 
no remedy but a treaty for the cession of the neutral | ‘It secures to the United States a large body of land, 
said to bs agriculturally desirable, but especially va. 
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ground, which was ineffectualiy atte:npted in the | 
luable for its mineral treasures, while the right to the 


month of July last. 


You will find herewith (No. 1) a tabular state.| exclusive possession of the southern shore of Lake 


ment.showing the number of Indians who still re- 
main east of the Mississippi river, of those who have 
been heretulure removed to its west bank, of those 


Superior is commercially important, and will become 
more and more so as the settlements extend and the 
mineral resources of its vicinity are developed. A 


who have been emigrated since the last annual re-| very singular pretension has been set up by a sinall 


port, and of those who are now on subsistence, and 


at what daily cost. The table will likewise show the 


nuinber of those tribes who are indigenous to the, 


West. 


We are endeavoring to ascertain the number of | 


souls in each tribe, by actual census 


making in this work, but the Indians, apprehensive 


Progress 1s 
of soins design on the part of the Government, and 
the enrolments 
that usually preceds emigration, interpose obstacles 
to their 


confounding the census lists with 


enumeration that inike it inaccurate, and 
sometimes have prevented ils being efscted. This, 
and their wild natures and unregulated modes of life, 
make it diilicalt, if it be not impossible, to reach ex 
actness. 

The treaty advertod to in the lastannual report of 
this office, which was concluded with the Sacs and 
Foxes of Mississippi on the llth day of October, 
_ was ratified on the 15th February last. By it 

e have acquired about ten millions of acres of as 
pa land, probably, as the world can produce, Ther 
is‘a fact connected with its execution that I think 
deserves notice. There is a stipulation in the treaty 
that a line should be run about midway of the ces- 
sion, north and south, to the northern boundary of 
Missouri and the southern boundary of the neutral 
ground; and that the Sacs and Foxes should remove 
to the west side of this line on or before the Ist day 


of May last. A commissioner was appointed, and 


band of Chippewas, who resido, I understand, partly 
in the United States and partly in Canada. The 
first article of the treaty, you will observe, cedes 
jthe islands (‘all the islands”) in Lake Superior. 
Again, by the same article, the cession embraces 
‘all the Chippewa lands eastwardly of the afore. 
‘said line, running from the A:erican Fur Com. 
pany’s trading post, on the Fond du Lac river, to the 
intersection of the line of the treaty made with the 
Chippewas of the Mississippi, July 29, 1837,” which 
includes all the islands in the lake within the terri- 
torial limits of the United States. 

Notwithstanding tho explicitness of the treaty, 
and the obviously easy mode of adjusting any Indian 
difference of opinion as to the right to what was 
clearly ceded by a just division of the consideration 
that was agreed to be paid, the groundless claim ap. 
pears to have been encouraged, (2) 

The views of this office are contained in a report 
nade to you on the 20th day of October last. (3) 

The unsettled, and to them and to us disadvan. 
tage ous position of the Winnebagoes on the neutral 
ground has been already adverted to. The duty of 
inproving their condition, and of relieving our wor- 
thy citizens from the annoyances of their neighbor. 
hood, received additional force from an act of Con. 
gress of 17th July, 1842, making an appropriation to 
meet the expenses of the negotiation, and induced 
he department to enter upon it, and to avail itself 
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of the services of Governor Chambers for the pur- | of influence that is acquired by the trader, resulting 
pose. Unfortunately, the effort was unsuccessful. | necessarily from the daily intercourse of buying and 
The instructions issued to the commissioner and his | selling, and more from the idea that their privations 
report of the issue are appended. (4) are mitigated, and sometimes their death prevented, 
During the last spring, as you are aware, it was | by the supplies they find, and can find, as things are, 
endeavored to effect a treaty of pacification and ami- | no where else than in the trader’s store. That they 
ty with the wild tribes who are on the confines of! are often so relieved and their wants supplied is true, 
the United States and Texas, and occasionally with. | but they do not know that they pay enormous prices 
in either. The most amicable dispositions were ma. | for every thing they buy, or if they know they care 
nifested by the savage chiefs; the attendance, how- | not. for the gratification or relief of the moment ab- 
ever, was partial, and, at the instance of our neighbor | sorbs all other considerations. This is the mest favora.- 
sister Republic, the negotiations have been renewed | ble light in which you can see the picture—that is, 
and are now pending. It was intended that the re. } where good articles and suitable are furnished to so- 
mote border citizens of both Republics should be | ber and discreet Indians by honest traders. I have 
benefited by what was attempted last spring, and the | pleasure in saying I know many such. If, however, 
present effort has the same cbjects in view. the bold and bad (and they are always to be found 
The annuities that our treaty engagements stipu- | in sparse frontier settlements) get footholds among 
late we shall annually pay the respective Indian red men, the superior sagacity of the Sformer, unre- 
tribes, whether in money, goods, or provisions, hav! strained Sy principle or conscience, wrings from the 
been seasonably remitted to the various superinten-| latter a thousand fold more than a fair price for arti- 
dents, agents, and sub-agents, and have been either | cles that are cither unserviceable or injurious. 
paid and delivered, or measures to these ends are in| I will not repeat what I have more than once said 
a course of execution. ‘[he several beneficial insti-| at length on this important topic, _My opinions are 
tutions that we are bound to establish and maintain,| unchanged. After renewed reflection, the remedy 
or by contributory aid to them to promote and | for existing evils that appears to me best calculated 
strengthen, have been carefully attended to; andj} to correct them, is substantially that which I have 
geierally the pecuniary and uther obligations of the | heretofore recommended. Special attention is again 
Government to the Indians, whether directly to! respectfully invited to the consideration of this sub. 
themselves, or indirectly but more usefully to their | ject. 
benefactors, and those employed for their benefit, | 
have been faithfully observed. 











The claims to reservations by Chickasaws, which 
' have been referred to in several annual reports from 

Herewith you will find exhibits, Ist, of the amount | this office, have been examined by the chiefs and 
drawn out of the Treasury between 30th September, | commissioners appointed by and under the treaty of 
1842, and 30th September, 1843, the latter inclusive, | 1834, in conjunction with the acting superintendent 
out of appropriations for the service of the Indian | of the Western territory, who reported the result of 
department for the year 1841; 2d, of the amount| that examination on the 28th October, by letter re. 


drawn on account of appropriations for 1842, be- 
tween Ist October, 1842, and 30th September, 1813, 
inclusive; 3d, of the amount appropriated for the | 
service of the Indian department for the half calen. | 
dar year ending on the 30th June, 1843, the amount 
drawn thereout tu the Ist July, and the balance 
undrawn. (5) 

A statement of the investments made for Inilian 
account, in Stateand United States stocks, is sub nit. 
ted.(6) With it;and as part of the [Indian funds that 
yield them interest, are the sums which we have pru- 
dently retained in the Treasury, appropriating anu. 
ally a sum equa: to the interest that woul! have ac- 
crued if we had investedthem. This plan, pursed for 
several years, has many recommendations, that give 
it a preference over any investment, except the sin- 
gle one of a purchase of United States stock. 

For the last three years, I have very earnestly but 
respectfully pressed the adoption of a new system of 
supplying Indians with such goods as their necessi- 
ties or circumstances require, over and above those 
furnished them under treaties by the United States. 
In furtherance of the opinion that the Indian trade, 
as now carried on by persons licensed aceording to 
law, is injurious to the buyer, efforts have been made 
to induce the tribes who are the recipients of money 
to take goods from us in lieu thereof. The little sue- 














cess that has attended these efforts shows the weight 


ceived here on the 26th November, 1842. 

The decision was adverse, except as to four of the 
claimints, It was coniirmed by the late Secretary 
of War, and the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office has been informed of it, and that the tracts 
of land which had been reserved from sale to satisfy 
the foregoing clains, if approved, might again be 
thrown into market. ‘The effect of the above de. 
termination is to mtke the land, or its proceeds, tribe 
property, which, in a diffrent event, would have be. 
longed to individual Chickasaws. 

There remain undisposed of but few claims to re. 
servations ander the Cresk treaty of 1832. Within 
the last year I have sent west, for payment to Creek 
reservees or their heirs, or to members of the same 
nation living inthe West in 1832, to whom were 
assigned five sections of land under the 6th article 
of the treaty ‘by the Creek tribe,” the sum of $4,. 
694 94, which were received at the Indian office in 
payment of their reservations, respectively, Further 
payments are required, as conditions preeedent to 
the confirmation of contracts for Crock reservations. 
When thes? payments shall be made, the amount 
will be remitted to those entitled to receive it. 

Claims to reservations of land under several other 
Indian treaties have received the attention of this 
office, and tlhe sales of them-have been either ap. 
proved or the papers been returned to the respoctive 
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purchasers, for additional information or the correc- 
tion of errors. 

The commission anthorized by the 17th article of 
the Cherokee treaty of December, 1835, and reor- 
ganized under an act of Congress of the 26th day of 
August, 1842, making an appropriation to defray its 
expenses, is in session, as is the Choctaw commission 
that was revived by the law of the 23d August, 1842, 
to pass upon claims arising under the 14th and 19th 
articles of the Choctaw treaty of Dancing Rabbit! 
creek, and the supplement thereto. 





I had very much at heart some legislative provi. | 


sion by which the Chippewas of Saganaw would be | 


protected in a particular in wich I think we are 
bound to extend our arm over them, I am not less 
anxious now, and cannot better convey my views 
than by extracting from my report of last year what 
was said on the subject in that paper : 


the nett proceeds of which, after deducting the ex- 


tal expenses of the treaty, the United States engage 
to appropriate to the use of the Indians. Another 
treaty was concluded with the same tribe on the 23d 
of January, 1838, ratified on the 2d July, 1838, the 
sole object of which appears to hive been to guard 
against a sacrifice of the land ceded. The Ist arti- 





d | 


| 
| 
} 





—— 


remaining was to be sold at a price not sinaller than 
seventy five cents per acre. 

“If the five years are to run from the ratification 
of the treaty, it is obvious that the two years will 
not be had for sales at five do!'ars, and no opportunity 
afforded for them at $2 50. I received, on the 14th 
November instant, a memorial from the chiefs and 
headmen of the Chippewa Indtans of Saganaw, pro. 
testing against sales at seventy-five cents, and pray. 
ing for the adoption of such measures as will guard 
against them, 

‘Their prayer is, in my opinion, just, and ought 
not only to be granted, bunt I think they should also 
receive the full benefit of the stipulation allowing 
two years from September, 1841, within which the 
lands should not be offered at less than five dollars 
per acre, and three years thereafter daring which 


\they should be sold, as far as practicable, at $2 50. 
_ _|To effect this, an act of Congress will be necessary, 
“ By the treaty of the 14th January, 1837, ratified | 

on the 2d July, 1833, the Chippewas of Saganaw | 
coded several tracts of land in the State of Michigan, | 
| 


pense of survey and sale, together with the inciden. | 


the passage of which I respectfully recommend. If 
this is not done during the next session, the follow. 
ing summer will probably see the country covered by 
settlers under the preemption law of 1841, as five 
years from the ratification of the treaty will have 
expired on the 2d of July, 1843.” 


| A bill was reported by the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs, of which I annex a copy, (7,) but it failed to 


become a law. I hope the next session will not be 
permitted to elapse without the passage of that or a 


cle provides that the lands shall not be sold at public | bi of stenier provectann, 


or private sale for a jess sum than five dollars per | say x 
‘to the Commissioner of the General Land Office on 


acre, for and during the term of two years from the 


On the 18th of August, 1843, I addressed a letter 


commencement of the sale. After this period, the | this subject, (8,) and am happy to say that my re. 


minimum price was to be reduced to $2 50 per acre, 


| quest was complied with. 
at which price the lands are subject to enry until the | 


But my apprehension is that our citizens will set. 


whole should be sold. The 3darticle provides, that, | tle upon this land, and, grasping after homes, will 


to obviate objections to emigrating onthe part of the 
Indians, founded on the fact of a part of the lands 
not having been sold, any portion not disposed of at 
the end of five years from the ratification of the 
treaty shall be sold at such sum as it will bring, not 
being less than seventy-five cents per acre, The 
sales did not commence, I understand, until the 13th 
S -ptemnber, 1841, 

‘There is an incongruity between the various are 
ticles and provisions of the treaty. ‘The first allows 
two years for the sale at the minimum price of five 
dollars, from their commencement; stipulates that, 
after that period, $2 50 shall be the minimum price 
per acre untilallis sold: * Provided, That if any part 
of said lands remain unsold at the expiration of five 
years from the date of the ratification of this treaty, 
such lands shall fall under the provision of the thira 
article of this treaty.’ I think the intention was to 
allow five years for the sales from the time they were 
entered on ‘The instrument is clumsily drawn, but 
it is clear and express that two years from their com- 
mencement were allowed for sales at five dollars per 
acre; and this seems to me to furnish the rule of 
construction for the residue, and interprets the treaty 
to mean that three years more, it necessary for the 
purpose, should be given for entries of the Jand at 
the minimum price of $2 50, after which the land 


| msist that the five years have expired, and that the 


lands may be sold for the minimum price. 


The law of the last session of Congress, authoriz- 
ing the Secretary of War to sell land, with the im. 
provements thereon erected by the United States, 
when they shall be no longer required, and the land 
haa become public property, passed at the instance of 
this department, will no doubt be the instrument of 
saving money to the Government. By virtue of it, 
several orders have been already issued for the sale of 
land on which we had erected buildings, &c., which 
would otherwise have become the property of settlers. 
A part of the money drawn from it will return 
again to the Treasury, instead of the waste which 


has often heretofore followed acquisitions of territory 
froin the Indians, 


‘ 


It is matter of deep regret that excitement should 
be roused and inajntained, as well among factions in 
the same tribe as between different tribes of Indians. 
Of the former, the most striking and at the same 
time the most to be lamented instance is the Chero. 
kees, ‘The feuds that divide them are not of recent 
origin, and, having acquired strength and stiffness 
from time, are not likely, [ am sorry to add, to yield 
to the considerations that onght to bind them with 
the chords of a mity into one tribe in feeling, as they 
are one in government. Violent acts, and several 
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‘murders, have stained their late annals, that can hes 
placed, if you choose, to the account of a sudden 
impulse, a brawl, or intention to plunder ; but which, 
it cannot be denied in some of the pro.ninent in 
siances, are probably owing to causes that originated 
in 1835, There are no measures of conciliativi 
within the legal power of the department that it is 
not willing and would not be happy to resort to; 
but the sources of this discontent lie deeper than w: 
can reach. They are the dissatisfaction and discon. 
tent of two parties or factions among the Cherokees 
with each other; they are different readings by these 








lives were taken on both sides, and property captured 
by the former. he Sioux or Dahkotas consist, of 
“any bands, and have the Chippewas north and 
northeast of thein, and the Omahas, Pawnees, Sacs 
ind Foxes, and other tribes, south and southwest of 
them, all or any of whom they were ready to meet 
it any moment, as they did attack several of them, 
whenever a favorable opportunity offered. They 
ire a resiless, roving, active people, numerous and 
brave, difficult of restraint, and careless of conse- 
quences. 

















The Otoes during the last summer manifested a 


rival interests of stipulations contained in treaties ;} most insubordinate spirit, insulted their agent most 
and, without much regard to the opinion of the de | grossly in open council, and a party of ten of the:n 
partment, at least one of these factions adheres to/| fired upon some boats descending the river Platte, by 
its own construction with a pertinacity that will not} which one man was severely wounded, and the lives 
listen to argument, and is impenctrable by any per-jof allon boird wero endangered. The superinten- 
suasion that does not square with its preconceived | dent of Indian afuirs at St. Louis was instructed to 
notions of right and interest, It is hoped that the|repyir to the Otoe tribe, to inquire into all the facts, 
animosity towards each other will gradually subside, | and to tranquitlize the Indians if practicable. He 
and that good feeling will be substituted for it; that] discharged the duty very satisfactorily , composed the 
this, among the most nu nerous, and enlig!tened | Indian inquietute, and demanded and obtained the 
beyond all other tribes, will no longer set the bad | surrender of the two most guility of the young men 
example, to those weaker and moro ignorant, of} engaged in the above outrage, to await the disposi- 
cherishing evil passions, and of allowing to somejtion of the President. They were carried to and 
extent the advantages they possess to remain tin-! confined at Fort Leavenworth, where they made an 
used ; but, instead thereof, will, with their superior | effort to escape, in which one was successful and the 
education and good schools, with their printing press, | other was killed. What effect this event has had on 
with their courts and juries, and with their printed |the tribe is unknown here 3 some apprehension has 
constitution and laws, based upon liberal principles, | been felt, but we have no advices on the subject. 

indulge the laudable ambition of being the model} he severity of the last winter made the expendi- 
Indian nation, to which those less fortunate or less | tyre of $500, being an advance out of the Pawnee 
worthy shall look for whatever isdeserving of imita-| annuity for the year 1843, for goods and provisions 
tion; that, as they are first in intelligence, they m: ay | to be distributed among the members of that tribe, 
acquire the still more enviable reputation of being | ‘indispensable. It was represented tothe department, 
first in the practice of public and private virtue; and| |by report of the agent, received on the 3lst of Oc- 
that, becoming the exemplars to their brother In-jtober, 1842, that, in consequence of the failure of 
dians of whatever is most praiseworthy in man, they their corn crops, the Sioux on the upper St. Peter's, 





shall stand on an eminence fron which they can 
look on the past with pleasure, and to the future 
with high anticipations for the whole red race. 

The Sioux and Chippewas have been at war from 
time immemorial, but it isa gratification to state 
that a treaty of peace and amity was concluded be- 
tween them on the 2d day of August last, at Fort 
Snelling. Its terms are few and simple, and no 
others were needed. How long it may restrain both 
or either of the parties is uncertain. Their young 
men are intractable, and may violate its provisions 
at any moment; if they do not, it will be a very 
agreeable surprise. This measure was, however, 
regarded as so important that it was intended, 
through the departinent’s agents, to attempt it, when 
we were happily relieved by the voluntary acts of 
the parties to it, encouraged and aided in their nego- 
tiations by the United States officors, civil and mili- 
tary, at Fort Snelling. 

The character of tho Sioux, and their fondness of 
war, may be gathered from the fact, that, about a 
month before they entered into the foregoing pacifi- 
cation with the Chippewas, and while at deadly feud 
with the latter, who, and not they, sought the ar- 
rangement made, a Sioux war party attacked hunt. 
ing parties of both Omahas and Pawnees, in which 





and especially those of Lac qui Parle, would die of 
cold and starvation during the following winter, if 
not aided by the Government. All the assistance 
that the department was legally competent to extend 
to them was bestowed, in the shape of blankets, 
guns, and a‘omunition, to the amount of $2,500. 
It was a pleasure to have been since assured that this 
relief reached them, late in the season as was the 
order, and that it was effective. 

The exertions of the Indian department in all its 
branches have been unremitted, active, and strenu- 
ous, to prevent the use of ardent spirits by the In- 
dians, Our duty in this particular is imperatively 
enjoined by every consideration that can actuate 
faithful officers and good men. It.is the one sin that 
the Indians cannot abstain from; it is the one im- 
pediment to their growth in civilization, or to any 
advance even towards it. The Territory of Iowa 
did itself honor in the year 1839, by passing a law 
inhibiting the sale of spirituous or intoxicating 
liquors to Indians within its limits, and I had the 
gratification to recsive from the Governor, in March, 
a copy of a law, approved by him on the 23d Janu- 
ary last, still more strongly forbidding this infamous 





traffic, by increasing the penalty for practising it. 
| The Governor of Wisconsin, anxious to arrest thie 
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moral pestilence, suggests, in his annual report, ‘the 
enactinent of a law by the United States, prohibit- 
ing the sale of spirits to Indians within either of the 
Territories. In this recommendation I join very 
heartily; and if Wisconsin, like Iowa, should legis- 
late to the same end, it would multiply the probabili. 
ties of detecting those who, without remorse, blight 
the Indians’ prospects. 

The best-directed efforts, seconded by a_ hearty 
zeal, have hitherto failed to suppress this crying evil, 
which, however, I now hope more strongly than 
hitherto we shall ultimately ba enabled to correct, 
and that through an instrumentality which, while it 
strengthens our hands for good. weakens in the same 
proportion the effect of the under currents that were 
undermining, and to a less extent still counteract, 
our best efforts. There are temperance societies in 
several of the tribes, and by some of them laws have 
been passed to put down the sale and use of whiskey 
I am advised that lately a national council of the 
Creeks had the question before them, and. with a 
just abhorrence of this vicious indulgence, they in 
creased the rigor of the prohibition that they had pre 
viously enacted against the traffic in ardent spirits. 
All these measures aro highly creditable to those 
who have been active in bringing them about, and 
afford the best, perhaps the only really good augury 











Sr 


the condition of the civilization fund, and its appli- 
cation to such objects as were believed to merit it. 
(67 and 68.) 

I cannot enter minutely into the interesting snb- 
ject of Indian education, of which T have repeatedly 
spoken officially, and especially in my annual re. 
ports, and to which, in large schools of an elevated 
character, or in those of less pretension, I hold my- 
self bound to contribute to every lawful and judi- 
cious extent. It would be improper, however, to 
omit a particular reference to the noble stand taken 
by the Choctaws in furtherence of this great object. 
It will be perceived, from the official papers annexed, 
(69 to 72, inclusive,) that no less a sum than $18,. 
000 per annum has been applied, out of the moneys 
they are entitled to receive from the United States, 
to schools; a sum that, with Government funds ap- 
plicable to their education, will! place every child in 
the nation at school, if prudently managed. If this 
example should ba followed by other tribes, what 
blessings their annuities would become, instead of 
being wasted, and often converted into curses, as they 
now are! Of this we ought not to despair. The 
appropriation, now for the first time made by an In- 
dian tribe, of money distributable among its mom. 
bers by the head, and the establishment of schools 
thereby, must impress other tribes with a conviction 
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‘of the truth, that no investment of their means is 
‘equal to the stock the Choctaws will soon have in 
school houses and in books and learned tutors, of 
which the rich dividend will be cultivated minds, 
more moral and religious, and, by necessary conse- 
quence, happier lives. 

By a comparison of the tables, it will be seen that 
the number of scholars is on the increase, the re. 


of thorough and enduring reformation we have 
seen. 

The improvement of men, civilized or savage, ig 
not traceable to an abstinence from one vice or the 
practice of a single virtue, Vices, as well as vir. 
tues, are german to each other, and are never, or 
: rarely, found alone. One vice demoralizes and cor- 
| . rupts the heart, from which it necessarily displaces, 
' 
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by its very existence, the corresponding excellence, | ports of the present year exhibiting a larger number 
Tho entrance of even a singlo virtue into a man’s/than were receiving tuilion twelve months ago. In 
character divides control over him with whatever | this fact alone encouragement is found to abate no. 
, vices attach to him; neither the one nor the other, | thing of effect in so good a cause, in support of 
however, remains long, or it remains not alone, but | which no issue can deprive this office of the cons 
draws after it a kindred feature. The increase of| sciousness of having honestly, if not wisely, exerted 
temperance, and a contempt for the degradatior of all the means at its disposal, 
drunkenness, which has been most strikingly man-| One other fact in connection with education I 
ifested in the Southwest, has been accompanied by a cannot omit, A Seminole Indian boy, some nino 
. strong disposition to extend the means of Indian ed- | years ago, was carried to sea from St. Augustine, 
, ucation—a desire which shall not fail of its accom. | and above twelve months since, by singular good 
plishment, which in its execution will carry its own | | fortane, found his way into the family of the Rev. 
reward, and which to the beneficiaries of the good | Mr, Douglass, pastor of the mariner’s church, Phila. 
work is fraught with every blessing of time and eve- | de ‘Iphia. Here he was instructed in letters and duty. 
ry hope for eternity. So thinking, I cannot with-| In August last, a correspondence took place between 
hold any aid I may give to add length and strength} Mr, Douglass and myself concerning this young 
to the great moral lever by which the Indian race is  pereoa, who is named John Bemo, that resulted in 
destined to be raised, as all other men have been lift- his being sent to the Indian territory, under the pat. 
ed, from the miriness of idleness and vice, to the! ronage of this department, as a teacher of his wild 
high ground of useful occupation and virtue. The| brethren. The view entertained of his capacily 
tabular statement, exhibiting the number of pupils | and probable usefulness may be gathered from the 
taught at the respective schools tor the education of! official order to the acting superintendent of Indian 
Indian youth, where established, and by whom con- | affairs to carry him west, which is annexed. (73) 
ducted, herewith submitted, (9) will give you general! ‘This is an interesting occurrence. John is not 
information, while the details will be found in the | more than twenty years of age, and returns, after 
several reports appended, (10 to 66, inclusive.) You! much wandering, and an absence that separated him 
jwill likewise find an exhibit of the amount and dis- | from the horrors of war, to a savage but his native 
position of funds provided by treaty for education tribe, an educated and religious youth, qualified and 
purposes, together with a statement, communicating | | zealously willing to instruct his brethien. He will 
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place before them a model, as [ ain informed, of 
truthfulness and general morality, while he will im- 
part to them whatever knowledge he possesses, an: 
snable them to form some just idva of the Providence 
to which he is on many accounts so deeply indebted. 
The divine who humanely stretched out the support. 
ing arm to this seafaring Indian is entitled to tie 
credit of whatever good may result froin jis la ors, 
and to the merit of a kind and generous deed, let 
Bemo’s course issue in what it may. 

The general condition of the various Indian tribes 
will be found in the reports of the several superin, 
tendents, agents, and sub.agents, (74 to 193, inclu- 
sive.) These are, together with their frequent com. 





Phe fact of Ladian capability to become all that ede- 
cation and Christianity can make man is incentesta. 
bly established, ‘Those tribes who enjoy the happy 
distinction of being headmost in the possession and 
use of the proofs of this fact will have the still fur- 
ther gratification of leading their less fortunate and 
more benighted brethren, by the most benign influ- 
encgs, to imitate their example. 


It has long been a practice of the officers and 


| agents of the British Government to distribute goods, 


ammunition, and fire arms, to the Indians living 
within the territorial limits of the United States, who 
went across the line to designated depdts to receive 


these favors. The attention of our Government has 


munications throughout the year, the true sources cf | been attracted to this unneighborly conduct from 
correct information in regard to Indian affairs. The | time to time, and it has been the subject of two re. 
facts they contain are stated by gentlemen of re. | ports, by myself, on calls by resolutions of the House 
spectability, character, and capacity; the inferences Of Representatives U. S., respectively dated 19th 
they draw from them, and the measures they recom. March, 1833, and 9th March, 1840. These reports 
mend, are the result of much observation and reflec. | Contain or refer to all the information I have on the 
tion, and often of long experience. In general SUbject, and are to be seen in House Does, for 1838 
their duties are discharged ab!y and usefully ; and 7739, 3d session 25th Congress, vol. 3, No. 107; 
to several of them, by many the larger number, it | Docs. for 1839-40, Ist session 26ch Congress, vol, 
would be unjust not tocommand their official conduct |4, No. 178. Tie practice in possible relations of the 





as intelligent and faithful. 


Wheres I have informed you education is most 
highly prized, you will discover that the condition 
of the Indians in all other respects is farthest ad- 
vanced. Among the Cherokees and Choctaws, for 


and laws. The formor have a printing press, from 
which papers are issued in the English and also in 
the Cherokee langu ge, after George Guess’ alpha- 
bet. Both tribes have courts and sheriffs, and trial 
by jury, and penalties for crime. Many other fea. 
tures of their government might be mentioned. 
What I have said exhibits a pleasant spectacle. The 
Choctaws have ten or twelve cotton gins, and are 


an agricultural and industrious people, whose ad. 


vance it is very agreeable to notice, for they claim, 
for themselves and their ancestors, never to have 
been arrayed in hostility against the whites; and it 
is a well-founded appeal to our kind feelings. 

The Creeks, too, the most powerful, and as friend- 
ly as any other tribe in the Southwest, are improving 
The cause of education is growing 
among thom. ‘hey raised more corn than they 
will consume this year, and the fact that they have 
a surplus of their staple article isevidence of indus. 
try and foroeast, which are never known among the 


their condition. 


wholly uncivilized. 

The Chickasaws are under the ssme governinent 
with the Choctaws, forming one of four districts that 
make up thsir common country, and do not differ 
materially from them, though they are not quite so 
forward in education, the great highway to Indian 
improvement. I might notice the great and favora- 
ble change reported of the Indians ig Michigan, and 
more or less that is gratifying elsewhere, but the 
length to which this paper has been already stretch. 
ed forbids it. 

Seme of these tribes, the most incredulous must 
admit, are Fairly launched on tho tide of civilization. 


| which we might justly complain, 


ha 

instance, you find printed or written constitutions | precneee 5 ' mr _ 
‘given to Indians resident within the limits of the 

| United States.* 


|dently look fur the discontinuance of a measure of 


| two Governments might have most serious resulis, 
‘and it was felt to be an injurious proceeding, of 
I have been gra. 
| tified by the information that the British officers an. 


/nounced to such of our Indians as visited their posits 
his year, that hereafter none will be 


I hope, therefore, we may confi- 


‘direct evil tendency, and which, it is said, has pro. 


(duced border jealousies and heartburnings on both 


| sides the line. 
| [submit a report (104) from the sub-agent west of 
‘the Rocky Mountains, received on 9th August last. 
It furnishes some deeply interesting and eurious de. 


tails respecting certain of the Indian tribes in that 


|remote part of our territories, The Nesperces are 
| represented to be * more noble, industrious, sensible, 
|and better disposed towards the whites,” than the 
‘others. Their conduct on the occasion of an im. 
|portant mevting between Dr, White and their lead- 
‘ing men impresses oue most agreeably. ‘T'he school 
jestablished for their benefit is very numerously at- 
| tended, while it is gratifying to leara that this is not 
the only establishinent for Indian instruction which 
has been made and conducted with success, 

There will also be found in this paper some parti- 
culars as tothe soil, water courses, &c., of the ‘Ter. 
ritory of Oregon, which may be interesting at this 
time, when public attention is so much directed to 
the region beyoud the Rocky Mountains. 

Respectfully submitted. 

T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD. 


Porter, 


Hon. J. 
Secretary of War. 


* It was expected that a termination would have been made of 


these distributions in 1839, as you will observe by reference to the 





report of 1240; bui that expectation was not realized. 





te RK ee 


ee TS er en PE Sie cg 

: e ad 
= Sad eR A Leet St Os 3 
Saas ee a ak A EEN, = AAS Ys ‘ 


“° ~ 


= 

~ ra 
PAs 
wt pe 


7 


oe 


were 


— 


2 a e 
och z fi ys or 


eee 
rs 
a 
YC eet GN 
or eee 
rem = 


~~. 


—_ 
ae > 
——— 
: 


‘ oo 


* 


- 
« 
—e 


—— 


“ 


- ~ 
~ 


SEE PES BO RES OPO 2 
” 


- vy 
fg Pr we pe oo 
OS = ee 
len Bins - 
3 ~* * * = 


<—— 


Ap seis 


OT IOI: 
Le 
7 


~— 





239 


ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE, 


240 











—zZ 


WASHINGTON. 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1844. 








THE AMERICAN FLAG. 

Much of the information requested in the 
subjoined extract from the Philadelphia North 
American, of the 8th instant, “on behalf of a 
historical laborer who is collecting materials 
on this subject,” will be found in the Army 
and Navy Chronicle, of the 18th of January 
Jast, under the head of ‘ Historical Noles, 
No. I.” 

The Continental Flag, as will be seen by 
the article referred to, was hoisted, for the 
first time, on the 3d of December, 1775, on 
board the Alfred. one of the fleet then prepar- 
ing for sea, at Philadelphia. This flag, the 
American Standard, was carried only by the 
Commander-in-chief of the Navy; it was “a 
“yellow field, with a lively representation of a 
“ Rattle Snake in the middle, in the attitude of 
“ going to strike, and these words underneath 
“—Don’T TREAD ON ME.” 

The Union Flag was carried by all the 
vessels of the fleet: “ They sailed from Phila- 
“delphia amidst the acclamations of many 
“thousands assembled on the joyful occasion, 
“under the display of the Union Flag, with 


“thirteen stripes in the field, emblematical of 


“the Thirteen United Colonies.” The union 
of this flag was a Rattle Snake, where the 
union of the present flag, (the stars, represent- 
ing a new constellation,) was placed, by a 


resolution of the Congress, on the 14th of| 


June, 1777. 
Further information respecting the origin 
and the history of the American Flag to June, 


= 


colors the Rattle Snake, with the motto “ don’t tread 
on me.” 

The records of the Board of War, which may 
have first ordered the flag, were probably consumed 
in the conflagration of the office at Washington 
City. We have, however, seen those who reinem- 
ber to have seen the flag as used. And it is remem. 
bered, that the flag used by the Americans before 
and at the battle of Germantown, was that of the 
thirteen stripes and stars. Such a one used to fly 
daily, before that battle, upon a liberty pole, set up 
at Germantown, in the middle of Manheim street, at 
the present Cox’s Tavern. It is a curious fact, that 
none of the histories of the cotemporary period 
chance to speak of the characteristics of our colors, 
either by land or sea. We have had recourse to 
‘Capt. Nathaniel Fanning’s Memoirs of his sea ser- 
| vice, and frequent battles, but find no description of 
the flag, to which he however frequently recurs. 

Perhaps some of tho ancients, who may see this 
article, may yet be able to give us information on 
there points. Old Philadelphians who may remem. 
ber some of our public vessels of the Revolution, 
may communicate something decisive on the subject. 
Do none remember the Flag of our ships, the Trum. 
bull, Delaware, Randolph, and Hyder Alley? In 
the meantime, we are sure that the Rattle Snake de- 
vice was on the flags of some of our vessels, because 
| Mr. Watson in his Annals quotes a British publica. 
ition of the day, lauding it as a remarkably charac. 
 seriatio and judicious device. 

We wish to be informed of the colors used in the 
| Flag—whether of blue and white stripes—and of 
the position and attitude of the Rattle Snake, and 
| what was the color or back.ground of the field, on 
which was the American Snake was placed. 











Witiiam Wi kins, of Pennsylvania, was 
‘on Thursday last nominated by the President 


1777, illustrated by fac-similes of various de-|of the United States to the Senate, to be Sec- 
vices, will be given in a future number of the) retary for the Department of War, and the ap- 


“ Historical Notes,” from a mass of mnaterials pointment was immediately confirmed by the 
on this subject, already collected by “a his- Senate. 


torical laborer.” 


ae 


From the Philadelphia North American of 8th inst. 


THE DEVICE OF THE AMERICAN FLAG 
OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 

It is a curious fact that none of the present gener 

ation have any knowledge of what was the Flag o 

the Revolutionary War. 


We have all been satisfied 


| ‘THomAs W. Giimer, of Virginia, was 

‘also, on the same day, nominated by the Pre- 
'sident of the United States to the Senate, to be 
|Secretary for the Department of the Navy, and 
immediately confirmed, 





f ’ 4 - Y t T 
The Secretaries of War and of the Navy 
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to think it was what we now see it to be, as deter- 
mined under the act of April, 1818, to wit: Stripes 
and Stars, with the condition of an additional star 
to be added from time to time, as new States are in- 
troduced into the Union. 

But it is a fact, published in Watson’s Annals, now 
passing through the press, that the vessels of the 
Revolutionary period, had the thirteen stripes with a 
“rattle snake” in tho place of the present stars. 
When or how it was so established, or when changed 
for the stars, is unknown. The same work says, that 
the first troops of Philadelphia Cavalry had for their 


entered upon the discharge of their respective 
duties on Monday last. 

On the same day, the officers of the army, 
marshalled by General Scort, paid their re- 
spects in a body to both the Secretaries, Their 
appearance and numbers were very lunposing, 
they being in the full dress of their respective 
corps or regiments, and numbering altogether 
about thirty. 

The officers of the navy also paid their re- 
spects to the chief of their Department, but 








not all on the same day, nor in a body. 
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MINISTER FROM GREAT Britain.—l'he 
Right Hon. Ricwarp PacKENHAM, Min- 
ister from Great Britain to the United States, 
arrived in this city on Monday last. 





NavaL Court Martiau.—The Naval 
General Court Martial on board the United 
States ship Pennsylvania at Norfolk, having 
disposed of all the business before it, adjourned 
sine die on Thursday last. 





Tue Princeton.—The House of Repre- 
sentatives not sitting on Tuesday, a number of 
the members availed themselves of respite from 
attendance on their legislative duties to visit 
the United States ship PRiNcEeToON, in accor- 
dance with the invitation courteously extended 
to them by Captatn Srocrkon.. The ship! 
made a trip down the river, showing her pow-| 
ers of navigation, and fired shots from her 
great gun, exhibiting her reach and effect. The} 
visiters spent the day on board the ship, re- 
eciving salutes on theirarrival and departure, 
and being entertained while on board with the 
liberal hospitality for which her Commander 
is justly famed.— National Intelligencer. . 





Tue Painceron.—This beautiful steam ship was 
visited on Friday last by a large party from thiscity,on 
invitation of Capt. Stockton. The President, the 
new Secretaries of War and the Navy, (Messrs. 
Wilkins and Gilmer,) with several military and naval 
officers of distinction, and a few members from each 
branch of Congress, made up the company. The 
Princeton ran down the Potomac some ten or twelve 
miles, cutting its way through the ice just the width 
of the ship, without crash or commotion of any kind, 
leaving an open canal of smooth water behind, which 
had the appearance of a track hewn out on each side 
by aline. To the reflecting, the most astonishing 
triumph ef art in the construction of this extraordi- 
nary war-vessel, is the immense power developed, 
without tho least appearance of effort. The boat 
passed through the ice without seeming to meet ob- 
struction, and through the open water, with the 
greatest rapidity, without any commotion of the 
waves, or noise of steam, or cloud of smoke, to make 
one sensible of the vast power which wafted such an 
armament through an ice-bound river. The great 
guns, of twelve-inch bore, (the largest ever mounted 
on the deck of a ship,) carrying a ball of upwards of 
two hundred pounds, and requiring between forty 
and fifty pounds of powder for a charge, were man- 
aged with their simple machinery as easily as a car. 
ronade. Two balls were thrown from these prodi- 
gious guns during the excursion. The spot where 
each struck the water, at the distance of between 
two and three miles from the ship, was made visible 
by the spray thrown inte the air; and, as they leaped 
along the surface, for probably a mile farther, the 
whole way was mado white by the water dashed into 


TRIBUTE OF RESPECT. 

Official information having been received of 
the death of Second Lieutenant ALEXANDER T, 
Horrman, 2d Infantry, at St. Augustine, E. F., 
on the 25th of January 1844, a meeting of the 
officers stationed at Buffalo Barracks, N. Y., 
was called, for the purpose of testifying their 
respect for the memory of the deceased. 
Whereupon Captain H. Day was called to 
the Chair, and Brevet Captain J. W. Anderson 
appointed Secretary. 

The following resolutions were then sub- 
mitted and unanimously adopted : 


Resolved, That in the premature death of Alex- 
ander T, Hoffman, 2d Infantry, his family have met 
with an irreparable loss; society has been deprived 
of one of its most useful members, and the army lost 
a promising young officer, who, although few in 
years, yet, from his enthusiastic devotion to the ser- 
vice, bid fair to become a bright ornament to his pro. 
fession. 

Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with the 
widow and family of the deceased in their bereavo.- 
ment, and as a testimony of our regard for his mem- 
ory, we will wear the usual badge of mourning for 
thirty days. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be signed by the 
officers of the post, and that the editors of the Army 
and Navy Chronicle, the Niles (Michigan) Register, 
and the Buffalo papers, be requested to publish the 
same, and that copies be furnished by the Secretary 
of the meeting to the widow and parents of the de- 
ceased, 

Resolved, That this meeting do now adjourn. 


H. DAY, Capt. 2d. Inf. Com'’g. 

S. P. HEINTZELMAN, Capt. 2d. 
Inf. A. Q. M. 

E. R. LONG, Ist Lt. 2d Inf’y. 

J. W. ANDERSON, B’t. Capt. Adj't. 

2d Inf’y. 

G. C. WESTCOTT, 2d Lt. 2d Inf'y. 

E. MURRAY, 2d Lt. 2d Inf’y. 

F. STEELE, Bt. 2d Lt. 2d Inf’y. 

R 

S 

J 





. C. WOOD, Surgeon U.S. A. 

. CASEY, Capt. 2d Inf’y. 

. R.D. BURNETT, Ist Lt. 2d Inf'y. 
W. ALBURTIS, Bt. Capt. 2d Inf’y. 
J. W. MARTIN, 2d Lt. 2d Inf’y. 
C.S. HAMILTON, Bt. 2d Lt. 2d Inf. 
H. A. OGDEN, Post Sutler. 


Burraco Barracks, N. Y., February 14, 1844. 





We understand that the President of the 
United States has directed the restoration of 
Lieutenant James W. SHaumsBore to the re- 
giment of dragoons, on the occurrence of the 
first vacancy in the grade of Captain; but, if 
a vacancy should take place in the grade of 
first lieutenant before one in the grade of cap- 
tain, then to be placed at the head of the first 





light at every successive leap.—Globe. 


lieutenants, for promotion whenever a vacancy 


:Shall occur among the captains. 
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Communications. 








REFLECTIONS ON THE CHANGES RECOM. 
MENDED IN THE QUARTERMASTER GE. 
NERAL’S REPORT. 

Mar. Epiror: I will present through the medium 
of your paper my views in relation to the changes 


ealled for in the report referred to. Doubtless [ may’ 


err, but in so doing [ shall have the consolation that 
many before me who are better able to wield a pen 
than I am, have failed to accomplish the object in- 
tended, in making suggestions for this departinent. 

The Quartermaster General has recommended an 
entire change; such, for instance, as having all duty 
performed by details every two years froin the line of 
the Army, and particularly, recommending all officers 
having the same rank in the line that they have in 
the staff, to return to their respective regiments and 
companies. 

The recommendations of the Quartermaster Gene. 
ral break up, as it were, his whole staff, except the 
field officers, the very grade which could be better 
dispensed with, for the very duty which is now 
assigned them has been performed by officers of 
much inferior rank, and equally as well. 

In this change, Ido not see how Regiments would 
be much improved, as it is still intended to have of. 
ficers taken from their companies to do staff duty. If 
it is desired that all officers should be made good ac. 
countants, I fear the task would be a laborious one, 
and not worth the trouble of the experiment. 

It is evident there has been a great defect ever 
since the organiz tion of 1838, and it has long since 
been the wish of the friends of this branch of our 
arin of service to see an organization recommended 
and adopted, very different from the present, but cer- 
tainly not such as is now proposed in his report, 

It does seem evident that if ever our army wanted 
a regular organized staff it does at this time; one 
which may be placed on a firm basis, and not be 
subject to the constant changes that every little brush 








nefit the whole army and not the few. The neces- 
sity of the enactment of the law of 1838, existed as 
much at the outbreak of the Sac and Fox war as in 
the memorable Fiorida war, for neither was expected 
to last longer than a month or two, and I believe 
daty was performed in both departments with as 
inuch efficiency as it has since that period, although 
there were not a host of field officers to head the two 
departinents, the duties of whom are but a sinecure, 

During the Creek campaign as well as the one 
which followed in Florida, under General Jesup as 
commander, duty in the two departments was done 
properly without a change, if it was at the expense 
of regiments and companies; and why then should 
there have been so great a reorganization in 1838, 
and another now asked for in 1844? 

It cannot be doubted that a large staff at present 

in our army would be unnecessary and is not requir. 
ed, but certainly one large enough to be looked on as 
a nucleus, around which at any moment, a larger 
could be made efficient, is indispensably required ; 
and if then an increise should be wanted merely for 
a few months, temporary details can always be made 
from the line, taking care to have as few officers ab. 
sent from a company as possible, for I hold it as self. 
evident, that no army can ever be efficient so long 
as company officers are detailed for other duty. 
* Lain for a change, for an entire reorganization in 
| both departments, but in making it let it be forever 
on a firm basis; separate every portion of the staff 
| from the line of the army; the commissary depart- 
| ment requires it as inuch as any portion of the staff, 
|and perhaps more; do not permit subalterns to hold 
‘the rank of Captains in the staff and subalterns in 
the line, as they now do, claiming sometimes a prece- 
, dence over Captains in whose Companies they belong. 
All European services, from which we have so 
| frequently borrowed, have their staff entirely on a 
| different footing from our own, and it matters not 
| what may be the size of the army, the principle is 
‘the same as regards the organization of every branch 
(of it. 





with a hostile band of Indians nay cause; and ifmy | Would not the forming of such a staff, separate 
jodgment does not grossly deceive me, a change very | and distinct from the line, be by far more desirable? 
different from the last one, or even that now sug- | Certainly, there cannot be a doubt; it is what the 
gested, will be asked for or made before the next | whole army has loug since desired. Their duties 
three years; the pusition which the nature of things | would be separate, and every department would act 
must bring us, as regards other countries, and the | with that harmony which becomes so indispensably 


absulute necessity of while at peace to prepare for 
war, never nore furcibly presented itself to a retlect- 
ing mind, than at present. 

I never have known where the great nocessity lay, 
that caused such an organization as was made in 
°38; both the Quarterimaster’s and Commissary’s de. 
partments got ou pretty well from 1821 until that 
period, and although companies and regiments might 
have suffered materially for tie want of their officers, 
I have not yet learned if they have been much bene. 
fited by the enactment of the law of 1838, nor would 
the present suggestions made by tie chief of the 
Quartermaster’s Department alter greatly their po- 
sition. 

fam not much of an advocate for changes of any 
mind in vur service, unless they can be made to be 


| necessary to a well organized furce ; but it never has 
| acted thus since the last organization to the present 
day, nor will it, 1 fear, uuder the change suggested 
by the Quartermaster General. 

It must be admitted that officers would perform 
their duty with more energy and a stricter eye tothe 
wishes of their chief than he who comes in to-day 
and leaves it the next. It stands to reason that all 
teel an interest in the department to which they be- 
long, very different from what they would have if 
made by details every twelve moaths ; and there are 
enough good and efficient officers who have toiled 
and labored in the staff of our army even under its 
present organization, who would be willing to re- 
ain, in preference to again returning to their reqi. 





ments, as this duty has qualified them for the bureau 
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and not the line. It will hardly be advocated, that 
all officers are qualified for statf duty ; then while 
you have good ones keep them, never change to be- 
nefit the line; the line, rest assured, will take care 
care of itself; but make the change as has been sug. 
gvsted by the Quartermaster General, and, mark iny 
words, a new and entire change will again be re- 
quired before 1848. 

It is then to be hoped that Congress will mike no 
alteration, unless it be to place the staff on an en. 
tire new footing and firm basis; but if the present 
evggestion of the chief of the departinent is adopted, 
Congress will not only carry reform into the Quar- 
termaster’s department, I hope, but into every depart. 
ment of the service. 


ONE WHO KNOWS. 





A VOICE NEAR THE CAPITOL. 





Wuere Are THE Tropnies? A visit to the Na- 
tional Institute here in Washington is worth while. 
You may pass an hour there every day for a month, 
and find at last no satiety to the gaze; for who that 
has a taste refined to admire the curious, the useful 
and the beautiful, can be wearied with the almosi 
interminable productions of nature and of art there 
collected and displayed? Like the fairy grotto, the 
brilliancy, the harmony, and the extent of the array 
at once arrest and dazzle the senses ; but, unlike that 
fairy scene, the mind is impressed with the substan- 
tial, enduring usefulness of the vast and varied 
whole. 

Alas! what pity then it is, that, passing from the 


natural to the artificial utilities and elegancies of 


those grand saloons, we are obliged to halt inconti. 
nently ata hiatus, as unfortunate as it is strange. 
unfortunate, because the national honor seems to be 
jeopardized ; and strange, because the means are or 
ought to be available to supply the defect. Yes, in 
all that army of hyaline enclesures, which one would 
almost affirm to be deficient in nothing, there is 
wanting an important requisite to aid in the finish 
of the picture. The hearts of Americans must 
sicken within their boso ms until this single feature 
is conspicuous within those walls, and that high and 
noble sentiment of their souls—patriotism, will de- 
mand speedy attention to its bidding, lest shame shall 
touch upon the escutcheon of their country. 

Amongst the myriads of skilful inventions and 
implements for the use as well as the abuse of man, 
we there behold the war-arm of the civilized, the 
demi-barbarian and the savage nations of the earth. 
And if we experience an impulse of regret that the 
huinan iutellect must torture its ingenuity in neces. 
sary preparation for defence against human treache- 
ry and ambition, there should be a lively, devoted 
pride in recurring to the struggles, the sufferings and 
the conquests of those heroic breasts, whose courage 
and whose daring in a holy cause have secured 
bright, lasting emblems of their valor. Let those 
e:nblems be venerated ! 

But where are they ? No“ trophied arches these 
storied walls invade.” The metal thunderbolts and 
machinery that have from time to time been levelled 
at the bosoms of our bravest and best, have no Place 


ce Vendomme in America. Canker and rust, per- 





chance, are obscurely wearing away these proofs of 
our young and honorable chivalry to mingle the 
minutest particles of their substance with the bones 
and ashes of their captors. Sad recompense ! 

And where are England’s crosses —blue, red, and 
white? Where is tnat glittering, royal banner of 
proud Britain that Little York once knew? Where 
the mottled standard of the Moor that brave Decatur 
won? Tell us, ye spirits of departed nobleness! Shall 
the nations of the old world gloar and feast their 
souls upon the enhallowed evidences of their prowess, 
whilst young and stout America stands passively, 
supinely indifferent to the absence of the proud tes. 
timonials of her children’s deeds of arms? Is the 
spirit of our chivalry gone indeed! Is American 
gratitude buried in the same eternal cerements of 
the grave with the mortal and perishing forms of 
American heroes ? 

We may ask, but not exclaim—* how sleep the 
brave who sink to rest?” while those great symbols 
of hostile defiance, which the strength and valor of 
their defenders were not sufficient to preserve, are 
immured, it may be, within the greasy and plasterless 
rafters of some ancient attic, alike to the disparage. 
ment of our national taste and the disrespect, but 
not dishonor of those who tore them, at the risk of 
life and for the glory of their country, from the tow- 
ering pinnacles of war wherefrom they so vauntingly 
flo ited. 

The Romans of old were not so careless of the 
trophies of the battle-field. ‘They took infinite pains 
to place in consecrated temples and conspicuous 
places, upon the tops of columns and the boughs of 
trees, the badges, ensigns and armor which had 
fallen into their hands at the hour of victory. And 
the preservation and exhibition of these served not 
only to keep alive the grateful affection of the peo. 
ple, but acted as a stimulant to equal courage and 
ardor in the bosoms of the rising youth, thereby 
seeming to present an earnest of equal success in 
time to cone. But if we will not rear a column to 
the living nor raise a cenotaph to the dead—the no. 
blest honors, we may at least give a “local habita- 
tion and a name” to these honorable testimonials of 
their achievements. 

Is there then no patriotic statesman—no gallant 
soldier or sailor of heroic America, who will raise a 
voice or lend a hand in rescuing these mementos of 
our victories from their present shameful desecration ? 
Is the pride of the conqueror lost? Is the justice due 
to the noble dead to cease on their departure from 
amongst us? Our hearts assuredly are not become 
steel, that some adamantine blow is necessary, 
whereby to abrase a spark and kindle the latent ele. 
ment! 

Let then the halls of the National Institute be the 
fit depository for these trophies of Columbia’s early 
prowess. ‘There, redeemed frem an unholy, mean 
obscurity, they may be planted, and preserved, and 
shown—the sacred relics of the victorious dead ; the 
worthy, cheering contemplation of the living brave. 
There let the banners of the defeated foe, the once 
flaunting colors of the Briton and the Moor, be un- 
folded and displayed, the silent but certain vouchers 
of our heroic deeds. Or let the furnace of the skil. 
ful artisan swallow the now tame and useless mate. 
rial of the discomfited invader of our rights, that it 
may become, in one seemly, solid outline, more pro. 
perly assimilated with the reverence due to the de. 
fenders of their country. Let it be raised a tower. 
ing, a lasting and appropriate structure, commemo. 
rative of their noble successes upon the war-field 
and the wave. 


PHILODEL, 
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Foreign Miscellany. | venue of £50,000, To this he would add a toll of 
, eight shillings per ton, which he thinks would not 
CANAL ACROSS THE ISTHMUS OF SUEZ. be objected to, considering the saving of upwards of 
, |a@ month’s wages, wear and tear, provisions, &c, ; 

The project of cutting a canal across the Isthmus}, 4 setting down only one-quarter of the total ship. 
of Suez is attracting a great deal of attention both | ping, say two Acne ciel fifty thousand tons, he 
here and in Egypt. By our last advices from Alexan. | 544; ing £100,000, which, with the £50,000, and ano. 
dria we learned that a young Arab, who, having stu- | ,),,. £50,000 allowed for passengers, mail transit 
died engineering in Europe, had returned to Egypt, | nq parcels, makes « total annual of revenue of 
gave it as his decided opinion that a canal would be £200,000, or five por cent. on a capital of £4,000,000, 
preferable to a railroad, the question having been se-) qu, value of this project is at present in a state of 
riously put to him by the Pasha, [lere several pam- complete uncertainty. The surveys on which it is 
fh phiets have made their se 5 ene aaa and the subject based yet want verification. Nevertheless, the temp. 
Pe - discussed in all ite bearings, reference being made | tation of affording the same facilities in the carriage 
et in some instances (especially ina pamphlet by Mr. | o¢ goods that are at present enjoyed in the carriags 
Clarkson) to an ancient canal, mentioned by Hero- of letters is so great, that caiculations, even on an 


dotus, to illustrate the foasibility of the scheme. ‘assumed practicability, cannot be deemed prema. 
The most practical observations seem to have been |... _ rondon paper. 


elicited by the report of M. Adolphe Linaut, a French 
engineer, who has now been for several years inthe} ‘THe Canat peTween THE Oceans.—The project 

service of Melemet Ali. The results of an elabo. of forming a passage across the isthmus of Panama 

’ rate survey of the isthmus by this gentleman are, | having of late become an object of attention, a his. 
that the nature of the soil and the chain of lakes pre. tory of the circumstances connected with it may not 

sent great facilities for excavating a canal; that the, be inopportune. In 1833 the Government of New 

Red Sea at Suez, being thirty-two feet higher than) Granada granted exclusive privileges for opening a 

4 the Mediterranean at Pelusium, the water let intothe road or canal between the Atlantic and Pacific 
es) canal would form a perpetual current flowing with ‘Oceans. The rate of toll was to bo established be. 
great velocity; and that a breakwater or picr might!tween the contracting parties for the term of fifty 
be constructed on the bar formed at the embouchure | years, at the end of which time the improvements 
of the canal in the Mediterranean, to shelter vessels! were to revert to the Government of New Granada, 
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anchoring off its entrance. 

On this report Mr. Anderson has based the re. 
marks which he makes in one of the pamphlets de-! 
voted to the subject; and after pointing out the po- 
litical motives which should induce the various 
European powers to favor the scheme, and the ob. | 
vious advantages which would result from the use | 
of a short passage to the East, by which goods might 
be conveyed, instcad of the circuitous route by the 
Cape of Good Hope, be makes an estimate of the re- 
venue thar might be drawn from the canal in order 
to compensate for the money laid out in its construc- 
tion. From recognised data he sets down the total 








while the lands were to remain the property of the 
contractors. However, the contracts thus made, all, 
it seems expired in 1842, having failed in point of 
time, About two years agoa public meeting was 
held by the inhabitants of Panama, and a memorial 
to the Govercment of New Gra nada was signed, re. 
questing that the contract might be placed in the 
hands of Mr. Wheelwright, the local agent for the 
Pacific Steam Navigation Company. Mr. Wheel. 
wright also received a personal application on the 
subject, and sent his proposal to the Congress at Bo- 
gota, where, however, nothing was effected, because 


‘the forfeiture of the French contract had not been 


annual amount of maritime trade between Enrope | formally declared. An interview between the Pro. 
and the places eastward of Egypt at £26,000,000, sident and Mr. Wheelwright at Carthagena was 
which includes imports and exports; and the total | likewise attended by no immediate result, but it was 
shipping at one million tons per annum. Assuming |so far satisfactory that the latter learned he might 
that four or five weeks is gained by sailing vessels ' easily obtain his object by appearing personally at 
on a voyage by the canal, and that goods could con.| Bogota. Letters received since that period inform 


sequently be placed in the respective markets in so! Mr. Wheelwright that there is no longer any obsta- 
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much shorter time, a considerable saving of interest | 
would be effected, and, reckoning the rate of interest 
to be five per cent., (which is a mean between the! 
current rates in England and in India,) the sav. 
ing on £26,000,000, would be £260,000 or one per 
cent. However, estimating this saving as being 
not on the whole merchandise, but only on the 
fine articles of trade, such as indigo, silk, &c., 
still the total trade in these articles being £10,- 
000,000, it would, on the same principle of com. 
putation, be £100,000. Mr, Anderson, however, 
reckons the merchandise to pay only one-half per 
cent., which is the present reduced rate estabilsh-. 





ed by the Pasha, and which would produce a re- 


cle at New Granada to oppose his plans, and there- 
fore it appears the only opposition at present is tliat 
of parties at home.—London Times, 

MarriacE in THE Frencu Army.—According to 1 
recent decision of the French Minister of War, no 
officer of the Army shall in future obtain permission 
to marry, unless the person to whom he is to be 
united should possess a revenue of at least 2000f. pet 
annuum. 








Rouen, as well as Paris, is to have detached forts. 
The preparatory plans are already far advanced. 
They comprise three citadels ; one on the plateau of 
Bon Secours, another on Mont Riboudet, and the 
third on the Havre road, 600 metres from the Rouen 


'gate of Octroi. 
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From the Sydney Morning Herald, Aug. 16, 1843. 

Nautica Surveys.—We have been kindly favor- 
ed by Captain Simpson with the following extracts 
from his log, which contain information calculated 
to be highly useful to persons trading to the East 
Indies from this port : 

Extracts from the private log of T. Beckford 
Simpson, commander of the bark Giraffe, during a 
passage from Sydney to Manilla by the Eastern 
route. 

January 19, 1843.—Passed close to the position of 
a snoal onthe Middle Ground, (so termed by the 
whalers,) saw no indication of it. Norie’s Chart for 
1925 places it in lat, 2353 S., long. 165 10 E, Cap. 
tain Grimes of the Woodlark places it 25 (miles) to 
the westward of this position, and describes it as 
having ten fathoms least water on it. 

Shaped a course to pass to the eastward of the 





= 


tricity on the magnet, the squall being charged at 
the time with a large quantity of electric fluid. It 
is worthy of remark, that during these heavy squalls 
there was no perceptible alteration in the barometer, 
it showing 29 75. In these latitudes experienced a 
constant current setting to the eastward, averaging 
nearly a knot an hour; during the easterly monsoon 
it changes its direction, and runs strong to the west- 
ward—due allowance ought therefore to be made by 
navigators in shaping a conrse in these seas. 
Pleasant Island.—At 2 r. m., on the Ist of Febru. 
ary, made Pleasant Island—this island was passed by 
Captain Fearns in the year 1789; upon his authori. 
tv, Horsburgh places it in lat. 0 20 S., long. 167 10 
E. Norie gives it the same longitude, and five miles 
more to the southward. I make the latitude of cen- 
tre 0 35.'S., which I find agrees with several ships 
that have sighted it. I had no opportunity of get- 
ting observations for the longitude, my dead reckon- 











Brompton and Bellona Shoals, between there and 
New Caledonia. The passage to the westward of| 
these dangers is to be preferred, from its being better 
known; but at this season the trade wind generally 
hangs well to the eastward, making it rather scant | 
for weathering Cape Deliverance, and it is now al. | 
most too late to attempt either the Bouganville or 


\the westward of the assigned position, 


ing from a. M. sight makes it about fifteen miles to 
This Island 
is rather low, and could not, I think, be seen more 
than seven leagues from aloft—two round hummocks 
some distance apart are first visible, and as it is ap. 
proached from the 8. E., a very remarkable solitary 


| tree, towering above all others, makes its appearance 


on the eastern extremity of the island. 








any Of the passages to the westward, as the line 


ImMPpROVEMENT IN Musket Firinc.—The remarks of 


westerly monsoon is about setting in, when heavy|A., in your last Number, were very judicious. I 
north-west squalls and thick weather may be ex-| @!lude to his recommendation of pay:ng more atten- 


pected. 
to avoid a danger called by the whalers the New 


On January 19, altered the course in ordor | tion to firing at lines of different heights than simul. 


taneously. It would teach the soldier to suit his aim 


to the respective altitudes, which must vary exceed- 


Shoal, Its position is very imperfectly laid down in| ingly in battle, because a level spot cannot thero be 
the charts, which is much to be regretted, as it is di- | chosen by the enemy, as at a review or parade, and 


rectly in the track of vessels taking this route ; dif: inattention to this causes the waste of many thou. 


iti i 7 d shots 
2rent authorities vary considerably in its long _ | san . pret 
ren y y mgitude. | field-day, a volley from an extensive line as one shot; 
| but, when the soldier’s attention is chiefly directed 


Captain Allen and others who have seen it place it 


No doubt it is very pretty to hear, ona 


in lat. 20 55 S., long. 160 28 E. It is described as| to that, he loses sight of the more important duty of 


being covered with water, but the sea breaks very 
heavy on it, 

The shoal on which the Tamar, of Sydney, struck, 
is said to be in lat. 21 21 S., long. 161 36 E.; and 
as it is reported to extend a long distance to the north. 
west, probably the two shoals are connected. ‘There 
is said to be another shoal in this passage farther to 
the northward not laid down in any chart; it is in 
about lat. 205 S., long. 160 30 E, 

Saw several sperm whales in these latitudes; rose 
them for three successive duys ; observed also a quan. 
tty of their food, technically called squid. 

In latitude about 15 30 S. lost the steady trade, 
and the wind became variable from the westward. 

January 25.— Sighted the high land about Cape 
Deliverance, and again saw many sperm whales. 

From Cape Deliverance to Pleasant Island, which 
I made on the Ist February, had for the most part 
westerly winds, with nearly daily violent squalls from 
the north-west, gradually veering round tothe southi- 
west; they were attended with much rain, and very 
vivid lightning ; they generally commenced abont an 
hour later each succeeding day, During one of 
these heavy squalls, on the 27th January, when in 
about latitude 6 9 S., long. 164 15, at llh, 45m. a 
m., observed the compass.card to revolye several 
times without any apparent cause ; this phenomenon 
wight probably be occasioned by the effect of elec. 


jtaking aim. A civilian may ask, for no military 
man would, what use in aiming with powder only ? 
| We know that tho soldier does not forget in battle 
| what he learned with such toil at drill ; and if habe 

not accustomed on all occasions, except a feu de poie, 
| to take aim, his performance in the real combat de. 
generates into a kind of random or uncertain firing, 
as experience proves. I have no objection to the 
most rigid exictness, even clock.work precision, in 
everything except firing. Let it never be impressed 
on the soldier, as it now is, that firing all together, 
instantaneously, is a mark of superior discipline,— 
otherwise he will attach value to what is more inju. 
rious than serviceable to his efficiency. 

As my communication in your last Number show 
ed the correctness of the old General’s assertion, 
that only one musket.shot in four hundred took fatal 
effect in battle, any hint towards remedying such 
inefficiency may be acceptable, and I beg to off-rtwo 
suggestions: First, that soldiers at target-practice fire 
three shots each,—one from the ground, another 
from a stool or table, say a foot high, and the thiid 
from one stil] more elevated. This would go near to 
perfecting A’s plan; and let him be deemed the best 
marksman who puts his three shots nearest the cen- 
tre. Secondly, that the soldier be taught to fire 
straight before him. For want of this many shots 
are uselessly directed to the same point, which is one 
cause of the paucity of execution in battle. Devia- 
tions from this must, I know, occur; as, for in- 
stance, where the enemy is not fairly opposite: yet, 
even when a diagonal direction of the musket is un- 
avoidable, the principle might be stil! advantog-ously 
maintained.— United Service Magazine. 
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Marine Giue.—Further Experiments.—Mr Jet: 
fery, the inventor, attended on Thursday at Wool 
wich dockyards to exhibit the application of his glue, 
and to show the facility with which it might be used 
in cases of shipwreck or danger at sea, and in the 
construction of conveyances of men and ammuni- 
tion, or other stores across rivers when engaged in 
warfare. The experiments took place in the pre- 
sence of a number of officers in the naval and mili- 
tary services, and scientific gentlemen. Mr. Jeffery 
and his assistants commenced operations by unfold- 
ing several pieces of wood about an inch thick, 
joined together with hinges, and appeared like a 
folding fire screen. Several smaller pieces were then 
attached with hooks and eyes, and the composition 
applied to the joints, and in 20 minutes a boat 12 fect 
long and 4 feet broad, and 20 inches deep was con. 
structed and launched, having an air tight space in 
the stern of 24 cubic feet, and a similar air tight 
space of 15 cubic feet in the fore part, for rehdering 
it buoyant. 

Iiainediately on its being launched, Lieut. Nichols, 


com:nanding the Dwarf steamer, Mr. Jeffery, and | 
two workmen went on board, and were rowed to the | 


Hebe receiving-vessel stationed in the middle of the 
river, and returned on shore, the whole time, from 
unpacking the pieces of wood to the end of the ex. 
periment only occupying about 35 minutes; and the 
vessel was taken on shore by two men without hav- 
ing leaked one drop of water. On being weighed at 
the machine, it was found to be 2 ewt. and 7 Ibs. 

Mr. Darling, from Devonport, who has been sent 
from that dockyard to receive instructions in the ap- 
plication of this Marine Glue, superiutended the con. 
struction of the boat, and although it was the first 
time the experiment was tried, it answered satisfac. 
torily, and afforded evidence of the simplicity of the 
application of the substance, and the uses to which 
it might be made an importaut auxiliary in cases of 
emergency. The boat remains in the Woolwich 
dockyard, and imay be seen by those interested in na. 
val or military subjects. —Loadon Nautical Mag, 


eee 


Tue Bavt THat wiLLED Nevtson.—The musket. 
ball which robbed England of her great naval com. 
mander is now in possession of the Rev. F. W. Ba. 
ker, of Bathwick. It was fired at random from the 
top of the Redoubtable, Ly a French soldier nam- 
ed Robert Guill:marde, who escaped unwounded, 
and when his ship struck was taken on board the 
Victory. The fatal bullet was not discovered till the 
Victory arrived at Spithead. It had struck the fore 
part of the hero’s epaulette, and entered his left 
shoulder, It then descended obliquely into the 
throat, fracturing the second and third ribs, and after 
penetrating the left lobe of the lungs and dividing a 
large part of the pulmonary artery, it entered the 
left side of the spine, passed through the muscles of 
the back, and lodged therein. A considerable por- 
tion of the gold lace, pac, and silk cord of the epau- 
lette, with a piece of coat, were found attached to it; 
the gold lace was as firmly fixed as if it had been in- 
serted into the imetal while in a state of fusion. ‘The 
ball, together with the lace, &c., was mounted in 
crystal and silver, and presented by Capt. Hardy to 
Mr. Beattie, the surgeon of the Victory, whose death 
was announced some time since. 


Militia. 

Exvract From THE MessaGr oF THE GOVERNOR oF 
Fioripa, January 5, 1844,—I regret to inform the 
Legislative Council, that but little progress has been 
made during the past year, in the organization and 
discipline of the Militia. The accompanying report 
of the Adjutant General of the Territory will inform 
you that he has not received from the General Offi. 
cers, the annual returns which they are required by 
law to make, of the military strength of their re. 
spective Brigades ; in consequence of which he has 
been unable to furnish the report of the military 
strength of the Territory to the Adjutant General of 
the United States, in conformity with the act of 
Congress on that subject. This will deprive the 
Territory for another year, of any participation in 








the benefit of the arms and equipments directed by 
ithe act of Congress, passed in 1808, to be distributed 
\for the use of the militia of the several States and 
' Territories. It would be humiliating to our pride to 
know, that Florida is the only portion of the United 
States delinquent in the performance of an impor. 
tant military duty. and that we are the only portion 
‘of the American people, who do not share in the dis- 
tribution of the arms provided by the bounty of the 
Government. The loss of the Territory from this 
continued delinquency for so many years past, is al. 
ready considerable, and wil! continue to be experi. 
enced, until the officers and men shall be animated 
| with a higher degree of emulation and mi'itary zeal. 
It is much to be lamented that the importance of a 
well organized and well disciplined militia, is not 
‘sufficiently appreciated generally in this Territory, 
' From the form and structure of our government, the 
militia must at all times constitute an important arm 


} 
| 


! 


of our national defence, and in cases of emergency 
‘must be the only reliance for the protection of the 
country. If in other portions of the United States, 
securely situated froin geographical positions, with a 
‘dense population, where every able-bodied man con- 
‘tributes to the strength and defence of the communi. 
ity, the discipline and equipment of the militia are 
deemed important considerations, how much more 
So should they be to the people of this Territory. 
Our frontier position, our defenceless situation, and 
‘domestic ins:itutions, al! speak in the languages of 
admonition against the inditferenes manifested on 
this subject. 

It is gratifying, however, amidst the general apa- 
thy which pervades, to perceive that there is a mar. 
tial spirit which animates a portion of the communi. 
ty, and which has prompted the organization of vol- 
anteer Companies in many ot the towns and villages 
of the Territory. ‘Ihe example of these patriotie 
citizens is worthy of imitation, and their «ilitary 
zeal is as creditable to them as it may be serviceable 
to the country. ‘These companies, in cases of emer- 
gency, may be rendered available, and would cou- 
slitute the earliest and most efficient defence of the 
cauntry. In order to give encouragement to the 
iormation Of others, 1 respectfully suggest the pro- 
priety of organizing them into independent battal- 
ions, under officers of their own choice, and that 
they be made subordinate to no other. military au- 
thority, except that of the Generals of Brigades and 
the Governor of the Territory. 
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Proceedings in Congress. 


SENATE. 
Tuurspay, Fesrvary 15, 1844. 


Mr. ELANNEGAN presented a joint resolution of the 
legislature of Michigan instructing the Senators and 
requesting the representatives from that State to use 
their exertions t>» procure the establishment of a 
western armory within that State. Referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 





Monpay, Fesrvary 19, 


The Presipent pro tem. laid before the Senate a 
communication from the Navy Department, report- 


ing, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, a | 


plan and estimates for a perwnanent wharf at Pensa. 
cola navy yard, Florida, and a plan of adock anda 
marine railway at the sane place. 
Committee on Naval Affairs, 

Also, a report froin that department, made in com. 
pliance with the act of Congress of March, 1843, in 
relation to the practicability and expense of con. 
structing a dry dock and floating dock at Brooklya, 
New York, &c, Comunitted. 

Mr. Jarnaain presented a petition fron James P. 
Spring and others of Beutonville, Arkansas, praying 
that the troops now stationed at Fort Gibson may be 
romeved to Old Fort Wayne, or some poiut near. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


Referred to the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, Fesavary 16, 


The Speaker laid before the House the tollowing 
executive communications : 
One from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 


statements of the expenditures of the Bureau of 


Medicine and Surgery since its establishment to the 
present time; unpaid claims against said bureau ; 


copies of contracts for supplying the navy with but- | 


ter and cheese; and a statement of the exponditure 
for the sick in each of the naval hospitals and naval 
stations, 

Also, another, transmitting a statement of the ex- 
penditures of the Florida squadron whilst under the 
com:nand of Lieutenant John ‘T.. McLanghlin, and 
the statements of his acconnts as purser for the same 


sjuadron ; the number of men in the squadron; the | 


charges of misconduct against the siid Lieutenant 
John T. McLaughlin; and a copy of tne proceedings 
of the court martial which tried Lieutenant R. Tan. 
sill, of the United States marine corps. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans. 
mitting a statement of the appropriations for the 
naval service on the 20th June, 1843. 

Mr. Cave Jounson presented the proceedings of a 
military convention in the State of New York, ask. 
ing, among other things, the abolition of the Milita- 
ty Academy at West Point, and to apply the money 
expended upon it to the instruction of the militia. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The House took up the calendar of private bills, 
the first of which was a bill for the relief of the wi- 
dows and orphans of the officers and marines of the 
United States schooner Grampus, lost at sea, the 


pending question being upon the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. Frick, that where there were no pa. 
j)rents of the deceased, the allowance should go to 
the minor brothers and sisters, 





Mr. Barnarv moved to recommit the bill, with in- 
structions to insert the words which had been strick- 
/en out when the bill was last before the House. 

Mr. Weer moved the previous question. 

The question was put on seconding the call for 
ithe previous question, and resulted in ayes 57, 
noes 34, 

| No quorum voting, tellers were called for and or- 
| dered ; when 





| Mr. Have moved to Jay the bill on the table; and 
/ealled for the yeas and nays on the question, whieh 
| were ordered; and the roll being called, resulted in 
| yeas 64, nays 92, 
So the Honse refused to lay the bill on the table. 

| The previous question was then seconded, and the 
| main question ordered. 
| ‘The Speaker stated the main question to be on 
| the amendment to insert the words, “and there be. 
| ing no parent, the minor brothers and sisters.” 
The question being taken, rerulted—ayes 62, noes 
| 66. 
| So the amendment was rejected. 
| The question then came up on engrossing the bill 
|for a third reading; and on this question the yeas— 
jaud nays having been ordered, resulted in yeas 110, 
nays 67. 
So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 

reading. 
| ‘The bill was then read a third time and passed, 


Monpay, Fesrvary 19. 

| Mr. Cross submitted the following resolution ; 
| which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
| to cause to be communicated to this House copies of 
‘all coutracts entered into within-four years prior to 
| the commencement of the present Congress, or pend. 
| ing and unfulfilled at that time, for the improveinent 
of the navigation of the Mississippi river, or its tri- 
butaries, or any one or more of them; the amount 
expended under such contracts, or otherwise, and in 
what manner; a statement of tne amount appropria. 
ted, and unexpended, at the beginning of the present 
fiscal year; the names and residence of contractors, 
and superintendents thereof, whether private indivi- 
duals or public officers, with copies of their respec. 
tive reports, and correspondence relating thereto; 
the orders or instructions under which they, or any 
of them, acted, or still act; whether such contractors 
or superintendents are allowed, in any case, in pros. 
ecuting said improvements, to exercise their own 
discretion ; and if so, under what circumstances; and 
all such other and further information within the 
control of the War Department as may serve to 
show the extent of improvements made, contem- 
plated, or necessary, in said rivers; discriminating 
between improvements deemed necessary in a mili. 
tary point of view, and those in furtherance of com. 





merce. 
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From THE Arrican Squapron.—By private advices 
via England from the African squadron, up to the 
night of the 30th November, we are informed (says 
the N. Y. Herald) that Commodore Perry was en. 
gaged in an effort to obtain the surrender of the mur- | 
derers of the crew of the schooner Mary Cutler, from 
the native tribes inhabiting the coast, near which 
that unfortunate vessel was taken. 

The Commodore had been twice on shore, escort. 
ed by sixteen boats of the squadron, and four hun. 
dred marines and light armed seamen, and had held 
two palavers with the chiefs, but with little prospect 
of success, although it was known that the murder. 
ers were concealed in the town. 

lt was expected that on the Ist of December a 
landing would be made for the purpose of inflicting 
summary punishment by burning the town, when it 
was thought the negroes would make an obstinate 





defence. 


Tue BEAUTY oF THE LAWRENCE AND HER SPEED — 
Extract of a letter from an officer on board the U. 
$. Brig Lawrence, Commander Gardner, to his friend 
in this city, dated 

U.S. sria Lawrence, 
Orr Barsapvogs, (W. I.,) December 2, 1843. 

‘‘ Our arrival here was quite an unexpected intro. 
duction to the English, and their admirals in port. 
On our anchoring we fired 21 guns asa salute, which 
was promptly returned by them. Our consul, who 
visited us, says the Lawrence is the handsomest ves. 
sel he ever saw, and the British admiral, who was 
also on board of us, says ‘she was the handsomest 
brig he ever saw, or ever expected tosee again.’ We 
saw the British schooner Atalanta going into harbor 
at sunrise this morning—caught up with her, and 
got into port four hours ahead of her, beating her ten 
miles out of twenty-seven! Our captain says she is 
the fastest sailer, and the best sea boat he was ever 
in. We got out of her 114 and 123 knots.’—Bal. 
timore Sun. 

We are authorized, by Commander Gardner, of the 
U. 8. Brig Lawrence, to state that the above, is alla 
sheer fabrication, Although fully satisfied with the 
sailing qualities of his Brig, he has never yet had an 
opportunity of testing her speed with any vessel, of | 
any nation. And, furthermore, wishes it to be per- 
fectly understood that he is not responsible for the 





Tue U.S. Stoor or War Bostox.—Letters from 
officers of this vessel, commanded by Capt. Pender. 
grast, have beon received in this city from Madeira. 
She had experienced a tremendous gale when a few 
days out of the port of Boston whence she sailed. 
It was found necessary to throw several guns and a 
considerable weight of shot overboard to lighten the 
vessel during the storm, which continued for three 
days and nights with extraordinary violence. The 
death of a lad on board is mentioned, but his name, 
or the cause of his death, is not mentioned. The 
damage sustained by the ship had been repaired. — 
Phila. American. 





Accipent.— Michael Cummings, a man on board 
the U. S. brig Lawrence, was killed (day not men. 
tioned) by the premature and accidental explosion of 
the cartridge, while engaged in ramming a gun, the 
crew being exercised atthe time. His body was 
blown overboard, and sunk immediately.—Madiso. 
nian. 








AR WY. 


2p Artittery.—Resignation of 1st Lieutenant 
Lucius Pitkin accepted, to take effect June 1, 1844, 











FRevenue Service. 


Feb. ORDER. 


12—Third Lieutenant T. Hyatt to the Alert, East- 
port. 
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_ Waval Intelligence. 





Home Squapron.—The brig Lawrence, Cominan. 
der Gardner, sailed from Pensacola on the 4th inst., 
for Savannah via Key West. 

Sloop of.war Vandalia, Commander Chauncey, 
sailed from the same port on the 10th instant for 
Havana. 

Brig Bainbridge, Commander Mattison, was ex. 
pected to sail the following week for Vera Cruz, via 
Tampico. 

Brazi. Squapron.—The frigate Raritan, Capt. 
Gregory, sailed from New York on Tuesday morn. 
ing for Rio Janeiro. 


Feb. ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON, 
13—Capt. T. J. Cram, Top. Engr’s., Fuller's. 
5—Col. T. Cross, Staff, Franklin Row. 
16—Lieut. J. L. Donaldson, Ist art’y, Faller’s. 
Capt. J. Addison Thomas, 3d art’y, do. 








like publications. —Pensacola Gazette. 


Nationa Civitities.—We see it stated in the 
New York papers that the Briush frigate Vestal, 
which arrived at that port last week with the Special 
Envoy, Sir Richard Packenham, was in a very dis. 
abled condition, It gives us great pleasure to iearn 
that the commanders of the Navy Yard, aud of the 
U. 5S. frigate Raritan, at the navy yard, promptly 
tendered all the aid in their power, and in a few 
hours the Vestal was stripped and brougit alongside 
of the navy yard wharf. 

On Friday afternoon a dinner was given to the 
steerage officers of the Vestal by the oihvers of the 
larboard steerage of the U. S. frigate Raritan. On 
Suturday afternoon the compliment was returned by 
the steerage ofiicors of the Vestal in a sumptuous en- 
tertainment. ‘The best feeling was manifested on 
both occasions.— Baltimore American. 








18—Lieut. ‘IT. Williams, 4th art’y, Hope Club. 
20—Lieut, E. J. Steptoe, 3d art’y, Fuller's. 
Lieut. L. Pitkin, 2d art’y, do. 
Lieut. E. O. C. Ord, 3d art’y, do. 





GENCY FOR CLAIMS AT WASHING?ION,—The Un- 
dersigned offers his services as Agent fur Claims upon either 
of the Departments or Congress, 

Particular attention will be paid to the settlement of accounw 
of disbursing Officers, who may find itinconvenient to attend per 
sonally ; especially those of the Navy. His experience and prac 
tical Knewledge will afford many facilities, 

Charges will be moderate and rm gulated by the amount elaimed 
and the extent of services required. Communications (post paid) 
will receive immediate attenuon, 

CHAS, DE SELDING, 
Office, Sixth-street, next to corner of F. 

References.—Commodore Charles Stewart, Commodore John 
Downes, A, O. Dayton, Esq., 4th Auditor, I reasury Departmen 
A. ‘VT. Smith, Esq., Cet Clerk, Navy Department; John C. 
Rives, Esq., Washington; John Boyle, Ksq., Washington; James 
Hoban, Esq.,Washington; Chas. O. Handy, E.q., Purser, U.S. No 
Join De Bree, Esq., Purser, U. S. N.; R.R. Wauidron, Ese, 
Purser U.S. N.; Sami, P. Lodd, Esq., Purser, U. S.N. 

Jan l—ly. 











